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Aligarh Muslim University
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) is one of the premier institutions of 

higher learning in the country. The University imparts education from the 
primary school level to post-graduate and doctorate levels in a wide range of 
disciplines. AMU has been accredited by 'NAAC' in 'A' grade. It has been 
ranked first among Indian University in Times Higher Education, India 
Ranking 2018, third best in India Today's Survey and fourth best in US News 
and World Report (2019). This University was founded by Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan with a vision to impart modern education and develop scientific 
temperament without compromising on Islamic and traditional values. 
AMU is truly representative of India's multi-religious, multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual character.

Department of Linguistics
The Department of Linguistics was established in 1968. The 

Department trains students for BA, MA, MPhil, and Ph.D Programs in 
Linguistics. Since its inception, it has been providing an opportunity to 
advance teaching and research in linguistics with special reference to Urdu 
language. The Department had introduced a new Master and Ph.D program 
in Language of Advertising Media and Market (LAMM) in 2013. 
Recognizing the scholarly contributions of the department in terms of 
teaching and research, the UGC awarded Special Assistance Program (SAP) 
to the department. The Phase-I and II of DRS-SAP has been completed. The 
Department has been selected as one of the nodal centers for Northern Zone 
for documentation of endangered languages under the scheme for 
promotion and preservation of Endangered Languages (SPPEL) by the 
Ministry of HRD, Government of India.

Location 
Aligarh is a city in the state of Uttar Pradesh. It is approximately 130 km 

from the capital New Delhi. It is well-connected to Delhi by rail and road. 
Aligarh is pleasant in March. However, you may carry light woolens.  

Call for Papers
AMU is proudly celebrating its centenary year in 2020. As part of this 

celebration, we are organizing a “Two-day National Conference on 
Pedagogy of Indian Languages with Special Focus on Heritage 
Language Teaching: Challenges, Issues and Needs”.

Language is the most essential segment of human's life as it pervades 
individual, society, culture, and every dimension of human endeavors. 
Language is not simply a medium of communication but a resource and 
repertoire for meaning-making and it affects thought processing. Language 
pedagogy has been a primary concern in education. Country like India, 
which is multilingual, multicultural and multi-ethnic, language pedagogy 
exclusively at the level of policy and praxis for teaching-learning of Indian 
languages afford multifarious challenges in the context of Indian linguistic 
situation. Language and education policies have subsumed 
bi/multilingualism under language in an attempt to address the challenges 
and opportunities of the linguistic situation in India. Due to the linguistic 
diversity in India, language pedagogy has to confront complex challenges 
emanating from policy imperatives as well as people's aspirations in terms 
of praxis. Language is not only a rule-governed system of communication 
but also a phenomenon that to a great extent structures our thought and 
defines our social relationships in terms of both power and equality. To 
appreciate the role of language in education, we need to develop a holistic 
perspective on language. It is necessary to examine language in a multi-
dimensional space, giving due importance to its structural, literary, 
sociological, cultural, psychological, and aesthetic aspects. Formally, 
language is seen as the pairing of a lexicon and a set of syntactic rules, where 
it is systematically governed at the level of sounds, words, and sentences. 
This presents only one side of the picture. Recent literature on pedagogy 

suggests the presence of  complex models that provides 'an increasingly 
cohesive conceptualization which specifies relations between its elements: 
the teacher, the classroom or other context, content, the view of learning and 
learning about learning' (Watkins and Mortimore 1999: 8). 

The role of linguistics in Language pedagogy is undeniable. In 
language teaching, linguistics plays a significant role as the main 
contribution of linguistics science is to provide the best description of 
language. There are certain respects where the perspectives of linguistics 
and pedagogy are different. A major preoccupation of linguistics is the 
development of theory of language. Another is the creation of conceptual 
tools for the description of natural languages in general. Language pedagogy 
has practical objectives, effective language learning: and it is committed to 
the teaching of particular languages. There is therefore a difference in 
purpose and function between the role of linguist and language educator, and 
we must expect to find that the practical needs of language teaching as an 
applied activity and the theoretical interests of linguistics as a science do not 
always coincide (Stem, 1983:147-8).

Presently, the learning and teaching of language have become an even 
more serious concern in the scenario of globalization and mobility, where 
student, faculty increased worldwide interconnectedness calls for a changes 
in education policies. 

In this present era, it is not adequate to use traditional approach of 
learning the language. Consequently, the language pedagogy adopts new 
perspectives and direction in terms of approaches, methods and techniques 
for making teaching-learning of language more effective. These 
perspectives and directions can be accomplished by the way of researches, 
experiments, discussions, deliberations and sharing of ideas. The present 
conference is an attempt to provide a forum for sharing the ideas coming 
from the researches, experiments, discussions, deliberations and best 
practices in the field of language pedagogy of Indian languages.

Heritage Language Teaching: 
Challenges, Issues and Needs

Heritage language teaching is a developing multidisciplinary field at 
the intersection of linguistics, sociology, psychology, neuroscience, 
education and other disciplines. Research in the field seeks to identify the 
unique needs of heritage language learners. This seminar will design 
pedagogically sound approaches to the teaching of heritage languages in 
Indian settings. The concept of heritage learner has been defined in many 
ways, that is "to refer to a student of a language who is raised in a home 
where a non-English language is spoken, who speaks or merely understands 
the language, and who is to some degree bilingual in English and the heritage 
language" (Valdés 2000), and as a person who has "a language of personal 
relevance other than English" (Fishman 1999). These definitions establish 
fundamental distinctions between heritage and non-heritage language 
learners. The fact is that heritage learners can have a great deal to offer. 
When well aware in their linguistic concept, language of origin, they will 
have an asset that will enhance their professional life. Their number in all 
likelihood will continue to grow even though their initial level of 
competency in Hindi-Urdu may diminish as more of them will be American-
born and exclusively American-educated. As Fishman (2001) observes, the 
term heritage language in the United States is used to refer to immigrant 
languages, indigenous languages, and colonial languages. However, each of 
these categories is characterized by different historical, social, linguistic, 
and demographic realities that bear on the definition of heritage language 
learner.

By inviting scholars from around the subcontinent, we will try to forge 
collaborations, expand the scope of research in heritage languages, and 
broaden our understanding of issues facing researchers and educators. Main 
areas where scholars and researchers may focus includes but not limited to: 

collaborations, expand the scope of research in heritage languages, and 
broaden our understanding of issues facing researchers and educators. Main 
areas where scholars and researchers may focus includes but not limited to: 
A. Key Concepts and Pedagogical Approaches in Heritage Language 

Teaching
B. Understanding and Meeting the Language Needs of Heritage 

Language Learners
C. Differentiated Instruction: Responding to the Needs of Individual 

Learners
D. Strategies for Teaching Mixed Classes

Sub-themes
?Teaching-Learning of Classical Languages
?Teaching-Learning of Tribal Languages in multilingual contexts 
?Teaching-Learning of Major Languages
?Teaching-Learning of Minor Languages
?Teaching-Learning of Minority Languages
?Teaching-Learning of First Language
?Teaching-Learning of Official Languages
?Language Attitude and Language Aptitude
?Language Attitude and Language Instruction
?Teaching-Learning of Indian Languages abroad
?Teaching-Learning of Indian Languages as second/foreign language
?Teaching-Learning of a language for religious purpose
?Teaching-Learning of the language of workplace
?Technological aid to language classroom
?Syllabus and curriculum for language courses
?Impact of teaching methods
?Language tests and experiments
?Language testing and evaluation
?Translation in language pedagogy

Submission Guidelines
The participants are requested to submit abstract and full papers in the 

form on any above sub-themes or other related areas. The abstract should not 
exceed 300 words with maximum 5 key words, 1.5 line spacing, Times New 
Roman 12 Font size, justified 1" margin on all sides of A-4 papers. The 
abstract must carry the author's name, designation, affiliation, contact 
number and email ID. 

The abstracts and full papers have to be submitted to 
ncpilamualigarh2020@gmail.com as per the following schedule.

Important Dates
Abstract submission deadline: 15 February, 2020
Notification of acceptance of abstract: 25 February, 2020
Last date of registration with payment: 5 March, 2020
Full paper submission deadline: 5 March, 2020  

Publication
The abstract and paper will be published after review by an expert 

committee. Based on the recommendation of the expert committee, selected 
papers will be published in a journal or an edited volume by a reputed 
publisher with ISBN number.
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