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203rd Sir Syed Day Celebrated at AMU Centre Jangipur, Murshidabad 

Aligarh Muslim University Centre at Jangipur, Murshidabad celebrated the 203rd Birth Anniversary of 

the founder of AMU, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan by organizing various events on 17th & 18th October, 2020. 

To pay homage to Sir Syed and to pray for him, Quran Khawani was held in the Centre mosque in the 

morning of 17th October. An online interactive session with eminent AMU Alumni was organized the 

same day from 4:00 pm. On 18th October, the Centre organized a webinar on “Sir Syed’s Educational 

Philosophy and Modern Education: Shaping the Contours of New India” which was graced by the 

Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, AMU, Prof. Tariq Mansoor as the Chief Guest and the Coordinator, Nodal 

Office, AMU Centres, Prof. Shakeel Ahmad Samdani as the keynote speaker.  

In his presidential address on 18th October, Prof Tariq Mansoor said, “AMU as an institution has made 

a remarkable impact on Indian society, transforming the lives of people irrespective of race, caste, 

religion or region. Sir Syed who founded this great institution was a dynamic and multi-faceted person, 

who motivated masses to adopt modern education along with oriental knowledge.”  

Expressing his feelings on the Centenary year of the establishment of AMU as a University, Prof. Tariq 

Mansoor said, “We feel proud and satisfied that this year when AMU is celebrating 100 years of 

establishment, the University has made steady progress in all fields of knowledge and is scaling new 

heights of academic excellence.” The Vice-Chancellor congratulated the Administration, faculty 

members, staff and students of AMU Centre Jangipur, Murshidabad for organizing the webinar on Sir 

Syed’s Educational Philosophy.  

In his welcome address, Dr Amir Jafar, Director-in-Charge of the Centre welcomed the Vice-Chancellor, 

Coordinator Nodal Office, and all the participants to the webinar. He expressed his gratitude to Prof. 

Tariq Mansoor for sparing his valuable time to address the webinar. He also thanked Prof. M Shakeel 

Ahmad Samdani for consenting to deliver the keynote speech in the webinar. Dr Amir Jafar highlighted 

the recent achievements of the Centre and acknowledged the support received from AMU 

administration.  

On this occasion, the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor also released the online Souvenir on Sir Syed Ahmad 

Khan – ‘Paigham-2020’ published by the Centre. The consecutive third edition of the bilingual Souvenir 

in English and Urdu is edited by Dr Syed Atif Jilani along with the Joint Editor Mr Mohammad Umair. 

It carries articles on the life and contributions of Sir Syed and Aligarh Movement by eminent professors, 

AMU alumni and students.  

In his keynote speech, Prof Shakeel Ahmad Samdani, Coordinator Nodal Office, AMU Centres and 

Dean, Faculty of Law, AMU said, "Sir Syed was a fine historian, writer, academician, and administrator. 



Sir Syed didn't establish AMU for Muslims only but he established an institution that is open to all 

communities. To provide quality education, Sir Syed hired the best teachers from India and abroad. He 

travelled to England to get a first-hand account of the educational scenario over there and to establish 

an academic institution in India that is on par in standards and quality with those of the Western world." 

He also applauded the efforts of the administration of the Centre for organizing the webinar on Sir Syed.  

The webinar started with the recitation of verses from the Holy Quran by Mr Asif, Assistant Professor, 

Department of Law. It was hosted by Dr Syed Atif Jilani, Assistant Professor, Department of Business 

Administration. Dr Nigamananda Biswas, Associate Professor, Department of Business Administration 

proposed the vote of thanks expressing his gratitude to the Vice-Chancellor, Coordinator Nodal Office, 

Director-in-Charge, faculty members, staff, students and participants. The webinar concluded with 

AMU Tarana followed by National Anthem.  

Earlier on 17th October, distinguished AMU alumni discussed various contributions of Sir Syed and their 

impact on Indian society in the interactive online session. Mr. Mohd. Ahsan Abid, Special Secretary 

(Art, Culture, and Tourism), Govt. of Delhi, was the Chief Guest of the programme. Mr. Syed Ekram 

Rizvi, Director (Admin), Dept. of Higher Education, Govt. of India; Mr. Shadab Zeb Khan, Senior 

Commandant, Railway Protection Force, Indian Railways, Govt. of India; and Mr. Saba Akhtar, Senior 

Technical Director, National Informatics Centre, Govt. of India, were the Guests of Honour.  

As per the tradition of AMU, the programme started with Tilawat-e-Quran by Mr. Mohammad Umair, 

Assistant Professor, Department of Education. The Director-in-Charge of the Centre, Dr. Amir Jafar, 

delivered the welcome address and thanked the guests and attendees for joining the celebrations through 

online platform. He gave a detailed report of the Centre’s achievements in the last one year and also 

informed about the future projects that have been sanctioned for the Centre.  

Mr. Shadab Zen Khan, in his speech, highlighted the untiring efforts of Sir Syed in establishing the 

Mohammad Anglo-Oriental (MAO) College in 1875 which later transformed into Aligarh Muslim 

University. He also talked about his experiences of his stay at AMU, initially as a student and later on 

as a faculty member. Mr. Syed Ekram Rizvi emphasized on the importance of carrying the legacy of Sir 

Syed forward by the students, faculty members, and the alumni of AMU. Mr. Saba Akhtar discussed the 

opportunities that AMU students and faculty can avail by applying for various online projects in the 

field of education that are funded by governments and international organizations. The Chief Guest of 

the session, Mr. Mohd. Ahsan Abid, gave a detailed elucidation of Sir Syed’s personality, his life and 

contributions to the society.  

The programme was hosted by Dr. Md Sarwar Alam, Assistant Professor, Department of Business 

Administration and the vote of thanks was moved by Dr. Aiyaz Ahmad Khan, Assistant Professor, 

Department of Education. The participants included students, faculty members, staff members, alumni, 

and other guests. The programme concluded with AMU Tarana followed by National Anthem.    
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