
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY CENTRE JANGIPUR, MURSHIDABAD 

One Day   

National Webinar 
on  

COVID-19: Emergence of New Era in Higher Education 
9th November, 2020 

REPORT 

The Department of Education, Aligarh Muslim University Centre Jangipur, 
Murshidabad successfully organized One-Day National Webinar on COVID-19: 
Emergence of New Era in Higher Education on 9th November, 2020 (Monday). 
The programme had galaxy of eminent scholars including Prof. Mohammad 
Shakeel Ahmed Samdani, Dean-Faculty of Law & Coordinator-Nodal Office, 
AMU Centres as the Chief Guest; Prof. Nasrin, Chairperson, Department of 
Education, AMU, Aligarh as the Keynote Speaker; Prof. M.M. Ansari, former 
Central Information Commissioner and UGC Member; and Prof. K.P. Suresh, 
former Dean-Faculty of Law, Central University of Kerala as Resource Persons. 

As per the tradition of Aligarh Muslim University, the programme started with the 
recitation of verses from the Holy Qur’an. Dr. Amir Jafar, Director-in-Charge, 
AMU Centre at Jangipur, Murshidabad delivered the welcome address where he 
thanked the guests and participants to be a part of the webinar. He further 
highlighted the relevance of this webinar in the current pandemic situation. The 
keynote speaker of this program, Prof. Nasrin in her address, enlightened with 
various dimensions of COVID-19 situations and discussed in detail the coping 
strategies to perform well the teaching activities. She also suggested various roles 
of teacher during this situation. The chief guest of the webinar, Prof. Mohammad 
Shakeel Ahmed Samdani, in his presidential address highlighted the various issues 
and challenges emerged due to COVID-19 in the area of Higher Education. He 
also emphasized on the quality of teachers that make them effective in both 
physical as well as virtual platforms.  

The technical session started with the address of Prof. M.M. Ansari. He highlighted 
the key features of National Education Policy (NEP-2020). He discussed the 
problems of funding in Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) and its 
consequences. He suggested that the education loan policy should be shifted from 
mortgage loan policy to income contingent loan policy. He elucidated that artificial 



intelligence will replace teachers from the institutions, therefore modern education 
should prepare manpower of various sectors for future purpose. For this purpose, 
an interface between industry and HEIs should be developed vis-a-vis there is an 
immediate need to increase the proportion of technical education in higher 
education. The HEIs should also go through mandatory accreditation from 
government agencies.  

The second portion of the technical session was chaired by Prof. K. P. Suresh, 
Central University of Kerala. In his address, he highlighted the importance of 
mother tongue for learning. He is of the view that mother tongue or local language 
should be the medium of writing PhD Thesis, as it will be more fruitful to the local 
communities of teaching and research. He expressed his views regarding the key 
features of NEP-2020, its multiple entry and multiple exit approach. He suggested 
that education should not be uni-dimensional rather it should be multi-dimensional 
and it creates the master of some trades instead of jack of all trades. He pointed out 
the relevance of outcome based evaluation strategies to promote achievement. He 
elucidated the proportional relation of budget with quality education. He explained 
the role of a teacher in knowing the Zone of Proximal Development to give 
guidance and help students to know their strengths and weaknesses.  

The formal vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Aiyaz Ahmad Khan, webinar 
convener and Assistant Professor, Department of Education, AMU Centre at 
Jangipur, Murshidabad. The programme was compered by Mr. Mohammad Umair 
(Inaugural session) and moderated by Dr. Abdul Samad (Technical session), 
Assistant Professor, Department of Education, AMU Centre at Jangipur, 
Murshidabad. Teachers, research scholars, graduate and post-graduate students 
from across the nation participated in this webinar. 



 

 


