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The issue of engendering development and women empowerment has been central to the 

shifting of paradigms of development and governance at the global level. To throw light on 

this long-discussed women's economic empowerment and prosperity initiative, the 

Department of Geography, Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) today started a three-day state 

level workshop on 'Engendering Budgets and Gender Inclusive Urban Development'. 

During the inaugural function of the workshop at the University Polytechnic auditorium, 

AMU Vice Chancellor, Professor Tariq Mansoor said though South Asia has had eminent 

women politicians and office bearers; women still lag behind in many fields. 



"In India, women are being treated as equals with men in all walks of life and this will lead to 

the true progress and significant advances," said the Vice Chancellor adding that women are 

doing well in all spheres and in particular the field of education as academic institutions like 

the Delhi University have more female teachers than male. 



Prof Mansoor further said that there is a need to have gender budgeting from the Panchayat 

levels to State and Government levels. "I am sure this workshop will create awareness and 

the deliberations will benefit everyone," he said. 

The Chief Guest, Prof Amitabh Kundu (Distinguished Fellow, Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries, New Delhi) presented an analysis of women migration and 

urbanisation patterns in recent decades suggesting a declining trend. 

He said that gender equality is enshrined at constitutional level, but generally not given 

priority in downstream policies and plans at urban or national levels. 

Prof Kundu pointed out that National Sample Survey Office figures show a 10 per cent fall in 

self-employed women in urban India, but an 85 per cent increase among Muslim women. 

"This growing confidence can also be gauged from the fact that the proportional share of 

households headed by females is higher among Muslims than the national average," he said. 

 

Dr Kavita A Sharma (President, South Asian University, New Delhi) emphasised that women 

are critical part to development and to creation of society. "Without women's empowerment 

and gender equality, societies will not be able to achieve the development goals and full 

development potential," she said adding that women need to be placed at the centre of 

economic reforms. 

Dr Rashmi Singh (IAS), Secretary, New Delhi Municipal Council, spoke on the physical and 

emotional wellness of women. She said that to adequately improve the health of women in 

India, multiple dimensions of wellbeing must be analysed in relation to global health 

averages and also in comparison to men in India as health is an important factor that 

contributes to human wellbeing and economic growth. 



Delivering the welcome address, Prof Ateeque Ahmad (Chairman, Department of 

Geography) said that the challenge of gender budgeting lies in translating policy 

commitments to gender equality and elimination of discrimination against women into 

budgetary allocations and outcomes. 

Prof Nizamuddin Khan proposed the vote of thanks, while Dr Rashid Aziz Faridi conducted 

the programme. 



On the occasion, 'Water Crisis and Food Security', edited by Prof Ateeque Ahmad, Dr Syed 

Kausar Shamim and Dr Nikhat Bano; 'Environment and Sustainable Development', edited by 

Prof Syed Naushad Ahmad, Prof Ateeque Ahmad and Dr Nikhat Bano; 'Climate Change and 

Sustainable Development,' edited by Prof Ateeque Ahmad, Prof Nizamuddin Khan and Dr 

Syed Kausar Shamim; the programme report and the report of International Conference on 

'Global Water Crisis: Agriculture and Food Security in the Era of Climate Change' were also 

released. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


