


AMU Centre Malappuram has organized a Colloquium in collaboration with the Students 

for Liberty (SFL), an International libertarian non-profit organization whose mission is to "educate, 

develop, and empower the next generation leaders of liberty." Formed in 2008, SFL has since 

grown into a full organization with various programs and a network of affiliated student groups in 

North America, Europe, Latin America, Africa, South Asia and the Asia Pacific. It is the world's 

largest law and academically market-oriented movement of students who have been deliberating 

and focusing on essential policy issues that our societies face.  South Asia Students for Liberty's 

primary venture is organizing academic Colloquia in campuses across the sub-continent. 

An SFL Colloquium is a collaborative, intellectual dialogue about a series of prescribed 

literature in which multiple sides work toward a shared understanding. Dialogue assumes that many 

people have pieces of answers and that cooperation can lead to a greater understanding. It creates an 

open-minded attitude; openness to being wrong and openness to change while respecting other 

participants' opinions. 

The Colloquium is based on the principles of Socratic seminars. The structure of a 

Colloquium involves 15-20 participants, including a moderator and a specific text called the 

colloquium reader. A colloquium reader is a researched text on policy over which the participants 

deliberate and reason over the course of the colloquium. 

 

 

Colloquium at AMU Centre Kerala was conducted on 7th of July 2020 on “Why is India 

Poor?” at the Seminar Hall of the Faculty of Law of the Centre. Twenty three participants from all 

the departments of the Centre participated in the event. Mr. Dennis from NUALS Kochi, Senior 

Coordinator for SFL and Mr. Zain Haider from AMU Main campus, Senior Coordinator SFL were 

the two moderators.  This colloquium was a Socratic discussion based on 7 hypotheses. It also 



discussed in detail the research work of Parth J. Shaw (Founder President of Centre for Civil 

Society). Participants were so engaged and put many interesting points with moderator that the 

event went for four hours, though it was to be concluded in three hours. As part of event 

participants were provided an evolution form of their understanding of liberty before the event and 

after the event. Colloquium resulted in a huge change in their opinion of liberty which is evident 

from the after evolution form. After colloquium there was a verbal feedback from students and, the 

responses were amazing. One of the participants said that it is one of the best events he participated 

at the Centre and another said the event made him so confident in public speaking.  

The event was successfully realized with the guidance and cooperation of Dr. Faizal K. P., 

the Director of the Centre. It was coordinated by Dr. Raghul V. Rajan, Assistant Professor of 

English and Mr. Ritik Kumar, Local Coordinator Students for Liberty.  The programme came to an 

end by 2 PM. 

 

 

 


