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Sound of Silence

Sound of Silence  is the first Virtual Art Exhibition, as well as, the first Annual Art 
Exhibition of Dept. of Fine Arts, Aligarh Muslim University. Most of the participants 
of this show are Post-Graduate and Under-Graduate students of MFA & BFA. Due to 
the outbreak of global pandemic and the lockdown, life has been affected across the 
world hence, the planed exhibition for the Moinuddin Ahmad Art Gallery of Aligarh 
Muslim University is converted in to a virtual art exhibition which is going to be a 
new experience for these aspiring young artists. 
While we are witnessing uncertainty and chaos everywhere, we are also witnessing  
positive change in our atmosphere. It's time for us to feel how beautiful this world is 
without the excessive encroachment of man in nature.  
Whatever is happening around us is irresistible for an artist not to absorb or 
respond. There is misery, chaos, crisis, uncertainty and fear of losing loved ones, but 
then, there is also this unusual freshness in nature which has come to us as 
surprise. The night is silent and beautiful, the sky is sparkling blue and the air is 
fresh breeze these days, perhaps nature is making us realise the importance of the 
equilibrium between man and nature and pushing us to undo the damages we have 
done to the earth.  
This Virtual Art Exhibition is the amalgamation of the artist’s thought processes, his 
creative ability and his responses to the present situation. I’m sure this Virtual Art 
Exhibition will leave a permanent mark on the minds of the visitors.

Prof. Badar Jahan 
Curator & Chairperson 
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….And what on earth are dreams if not our only way of speaking?……Mahmoud Darwish 
The normalcy of the normal is in a constant state of redefining itself. As of now the definitions 
are relatively more tilted towards the grim. But then we have grown up listening to the stories 
as how chaos is destined to precede order and vice versa. The eternal recurrence seesawing 
between the darkness and light keeps the optimism alive. Or as Leonard Cohen sings: there is a 
crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in’. 
One of the tested and perennial sources of this optimistic light is art. Art is known to have 
served the soul in ways that no materialistic aid can. Art has the potential to alter our 
perceptions about the way we see things around us. In the present challenging times art can 
come to us as an inspiration, a surprise, a thought provoking idea or an enlightening experience. 
In the worst times, art can even act as a healing hope from the looming trauma of uncertainty 
and fear. This, primarily, is the pretext of the present virtual show of the young and aspiring 
artist of the Department of Fine Arts and Women’s College of Aligarh Muslim University, India. 
The art works are executed somewhere between January and June of 2020, which means a 
streak of it stretches back from the pre-pandemic period and pulls through the peak of the 
pandemic. This six-month span, interestingly, reveals the changed temperament and aura of the 
work. The earlier works reflect a relatively composed posture addressing formalistic concerns 
such as: pictorial space and its relation with line, colour, texture, form etcetera. Some works 
indulge in pure experimentation while others explore the aesthetic possibilities of form, colour 
and perspective. 
The works during the pandemic period reflects a sense of unease and a certain urgency to 
engage with the social reality. As one may expect the works to be dark and desolate, however, 
interestingly, the larger body of work reflects an optimistic attitude. Some works point to the 
other side of the present crisis such as the privileges of staying at home, family togetherness and 
self-introspection. Other works are thought provoking as they allude to the nature’s balancing 
act in the aftermath of human accesses. Overall the variety of styles and choices of subjects and 
articulate execution of our graduate and post-graduate students makes it an impressive 
display.  
It is important to recall that art has long ago ventured out of the cubic limits of a concrete 
gallery space exploring new paradigms of making art accessible to the audience. The present 
virtual exhibition, the first of its kind from the Department of Fine Arts, Aligarh Muslim 
University, will, hopefully, prove to be a great success both in terms of utilising new technology 
and new paradigms to reach out to the art lovers.  

Review by  
Dr. Waseem Mushtaq 
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Abeera Javed  "One Late Night in woods" 

 Click to Play 

Their life is mysterious, it is like a forest; from far off it 
seems a unity, it can be comprehended, described, but 
closer it begins to separate, to break into light and shadow, 
the density blinds one. Within there is no form, only 
prodigious detail that reaches everywhere: exotic sounds, 
spills of moonlight, foliage, fallen trees, small beasts that flee 
at the sound of a twig-snap, insects, silence, flowers, wolf 
howling. 
And all of this, dependent, closely woven, all of it is 
deceiving. There are really two kinds of life. There is, as Viri 
says, the one people believe you are living, and there is the 
other. It is this other which causes the trouble, this other we 
long to see.
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Abeera Javed  "The conscience"  

Click to Play 

It's not about "letting it go", It's about "letting it in", 
It's about "letting it deep", It's about "letting it 
through", It's about being true to your feelings, It's 
about giving your experiences the very attention 
they deserve. And that may take a moment, or it 
may take years.
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Abeera Javed  "I can't explain , you would not understand” 

Click to Play 

Anxiety is terrible, you could be having an attack and no 
one would even know because it’s an inward thing. It 
feels like you're malfunctioning and you can't process 
your own thoughts. 
you sometimes think you want to disappear from the 
harsh realities of life. It happens a lot many times,  
when we wish to change things and speak about the 
problems of our time.  
It keeps getting difficult to try to describe our point to 
others, either due to fear or by any political pressure. 
observing trouble around us repeatedly and not being 
able to do anything about it gives us fatigue, and a time 
comes when we become silent. 
But sadly turning away our faces from the realities of life 
is not the way out, our inner soul which is troubled by 
seeing all this screams for justice 
In this artwork, the subject is a figure of a woman who's 
worked up and showing her back to the audience, which 
reveals the fact that she's tired of explaining and making 
people understand what she wants to say, simultaneously 
the noises coming from the old television are portraying 
her anxiety ( inside voices which are trying to say a lot 
at the same time). A slight bent in her posture depicts 
that she has lost all her hope as she surrenders. 
she is in a mood to obey rather than being in an 
argument.
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Divya  Untitled | Click to Play
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Visit at - https://www.amu.ac.in/departmentpage.jsp?did=15

 A Virtual Art Exhibition 2020

3D GALLERY 
KUNSTMATRIX, 

BERLIN, GERMANY

mailto:chairperson.fa@icloud.com
https://www.amu.ac.in/departmentpage.jsp?did=15









































































































































