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 The Centre of Advanced Study, Department of History, Aligarh Muslim University 

has decided to organize a three-days national seminar on India’s Foreign Relations 

during medieval India from 11-13 November, 2014. Eminent scholars from different parts 

of the country as well as scholars from the University are expected to participate in the 

seminar. As a scholar of repute your participation with a research paper on any aspect of 

the theme would enhance the prestige of the seminar. A broad area of sub-themes within 

the theme of the seminar has been enclosed along with this invitation. You may choose any 

of the topics outlined or any other aspect of the proposed theme. The medium of the 

seminar is English. It will be greatly appreciated should you kindly send the title of your 

proposed theme along with an Abstract of your paper, of not more than 300 words by 20 

September, 2014 and the full text of your article by 15 October, 2014 preferably in MS 

Word Document. Kindly write your name, email and mobile/phone number clearly on your 

Abstract/Paper and send it by email or by post so that we may confirm the approval of your 

Abstract/Paper to avoid inconvenience to you. This will enable us to prepare the schedule 

of Academic Sessions and circulate the paper to the participants in advance to facilitate 

discussion and deliberations. For any clarification, feel free to communicate with Dr. Roohi 

Abida Ahmed, Convener of the seminar (Mob.09917874168). Due to financial constraints, 

we may not be able to provide Air Fare. However, we will be happy to reimburse your 

travel expenses by II AC Train Fare, and provide best hospitality during the period of the 

Seminar.  

 Kindly send your Abstract/Full Text of the papers by email 

(cashistory1@yahoo.com.in or cashistory2@gmail.com) or by post at the address of the 

Department given above.  

 Looking forward to your participation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr. Roohi Abida Ahmed) 

Convener of the Seminar 

(Professor Ali Athar) 

Chairman & Coordinator 
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India’s medieval period was remarkably open to the outside world. While on the one hand 

relations with what the historian Marshal Hodgson called Persianate cultural zone were 

close and intimate. India’s usual ties with the Southeast Asian countries also remained 

intact.  An unbroken relationship continued to exist with the Arabic speaking world 

through the annual pilgrimage called Haj. The rise of the powerful empires the Delhi 

Sultanate, Mughals, Safavids, Ottomans and Uzkegs witnessed new patterns in the 

diplomatic and cultural ties, while Kabul and Qandhar became a major concern of all the 

successive emperors to safeguard scientific frontiers of India. However, a new element was 

added during the seventeenth century with the arrival of merchants and fortune seekers 

from Europe called Farangistan through the newly discovered sea route called Cape of 

Good Hope. The fact that India’s relations with the outside world were vibrant is evident 

from the contemporary Indo-Persian chronicles, official and unofficial both which 

meticulously recorded the formalities observed in the exchange of embassies as well as 

details of different aspects of Indian and foreign countries. Significantly, India was always 

open to the streams of travellers from the Islamic lands as well as the European observers 

who have left rich records of their impressions of a blooming society and economy as well 

as stark scenes of poverty. Indo-Persian Relations of the historian Riazul Islam, an alumni 

of the department, remain the classic in the field along with A. Rahim’s Mughal Relations 

with Persia and Central Asia; Babur to Aurangzeb. Our objective is to explore an area 

which we feel have great potential for further research and investigation and thus to add 

new dimensions and perspective to the history of medieval India.   

 
The following are the proposed sub-themes for presentation of papers and deliberations. 

 

1. Travellers’ Visits and their Accounts  

2. Trade & Commerce 

3. Immigration: Intellectual Scholars, Diplomats, Merchants,  Artisans & Craftsman  

4. Exchange of Embassies & Envoys  

5. Cultural relations: Art, Architecture, Technology, Literature, Intellectual Interaction 

6. Contribution of Sufi Saints 

7. Foreign Invasions and their Consequences,  

8. Frontier policy: Territorial Expansion and Aggression   

9. Arrival of the Europeans:  Interaction and perception   
 

 

Note:  A formal invitation will be sent to the scholars after the receipt of Abstract 
and its approval by the concerned committee of the seminar.  


